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=The Churclzot Scientnlogy used: aj
special filing : systemuwith.‘ the codeq
name of “Red’ BoxX to conceal any
“nroof that.a Scientologist iz involved.
in. criminal ;activities,” accarding tor
Scientology documents-seized in am
- FBI' raid on*church- hudqmrtemgin
Los Angeles. last July.: i g
:The disclosure ot.tha.i‘Red Box‘."’ﬂr
idg system camex.at.achearing. last_‘
gronth before.ULS, District. Judge. Malw
colm Lucas. in"Los' Angetes,” who 3]
considering a.motion by the church to
have the search ruled iegal. . .
Prosecutors disclosed- at. the same:
hearing that when.the “Red: Box” sys-
tem was discovered during the search,.
they obtained a search warrant-for an-
cther California location. where. addi
tional “sensitive- Red Box) .documents
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were allegedly kept by the chureh.
However, by the time: FBI'agents had
arrived at that. locanon,., witnesses:
there told .them: the files*had been’
hastily removed- earlien that. day' m»
vestigators saidi.” <7 - ¢

Documents. concerning the “Red,

Box” filing. system. were found infile,
drawers labeled “confessional formu-
laries” at the- church’s. headquarters;]
according to FBI agents. who testified
2t the hearing and. an inventory of
documents taken 'during the search,
;The agents: also-said thewy-had. heeix]
told before the- search that allegedlr
stolen government files might be kept!
by the- churehy: in;.“confessional” fileA
drawers “in order to throw.% off” any:
séarchers: who: might think: the- drawsi
ers contained: mﬁaourdocuments.-*"’u
—The church 'is* under" Investigation
by grand juriesiin Washington, New:
York and. Tampa, Fla., for an alleged:
conspiracy: by its: highest;officials to.
infiltrate government: agenc!es, steal;
government documents;.: wirstap at’
least one vovemment meeﬂng, and
obstruct justess?”, i .. iimaden s
<A church spokesman in Los Angeles
said he-would not- "cooperate with!”’]
specific questions about: the termasd]
"“Red Box” and “confessional formu.s
lary,” and called the previously.\m;a-j
ported comments “old news.”!: .. nluild
{nstead, .the spokesman. isstied a
brief statamant saying -theer federal;
goverument was ‘“terrified™ by a:
chureh - program to -+ expose

- nets in various church oftices.

“government crimes and' coverups.” ..

THE WASHINGTON POST
30 June 1978
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HThey're trying to-paint a picture in|
the press and courts which- will' fur-
ther their efforts to, cover up their
crimes and: halt* exposes-trom reform’
groups-such a¥ thei- Church‘of Scien
tology,” the spokesman conhnued. Lt

¥He. said the- Justice: Department and |
FRL.“are after total Irsedonr to search
and: seize anything fronr apy gwup“
and-that “anything the FBI or govern-
mentuys‘mlutba»mwed.mmjs‘con—
: R SRR

“The chureh’ a attorneys are contend»
ing in the Los Angeles hearing that]
the- agents: ‘did. not follow proper[_

“search: procedures in sesrching 'the

church’s headquarters. They - dropped

claims: during- the hearing that- the:
agents . acted. in “bad: faith,” but ar-|
'gued instead - that the agents should!
have looked-for specific filing cabi.

nets mentioned in a:search warrant,

affidavit before moving, on to a more
general search’ of the-desks and cabi-

' The.agents said during the hearlng
that, .once they entered an- office they
were about to search, they feit no ob-
ligatomr-to - follow any set searcir pat-
tern of the office and its contents.
The government ' argued ' that the
agents had a.right to search in the
manner they' searched and that the
search was leigal. 7" =i ST ¢

A federal judge® in Washing'tonf
ruled last yearthat the affidavit upon
‘which the warrant for Scientology. of-
fices ir Los Angeles and Washington
was.based-was too-general and there-
“fore the searchers were totally illegal.
‘However,: hé “was later ‘reversed, and
the hearings have since moved.to.Los|
Angeles to focus on the actual manner
in- which-, tha: raxda there wera* con-|
ducted. . 1
- 'I'he”d!scussi&n“‘?:t" tha™ 'Re“d'Box*““
systemxcameup:-during a weeklong
‘hearing:in- early  June before-Lucas,
and ‘documents concerning  the mate-
rial were-discussed by Liicas himself,
church. attorneys and, federal prcsecu-
tors'in open courtx : " - R

THe- churth contends that ﬂ ther
search was:a ‘general rummaging of
files. protected by- the- First Amend-
ment - and accompanied ~by “uneces-
sary. force by, the FBI_ im breaking|
‘'open " filing #cabinets  and:’ breaking
down - doors.. The- FBI-conteads, _thel
search, was carefully limited. and that]

any “force:to.enter’ oiﬂcesnor'ﬂnngq 5
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cabmets was” used “only after churely}
members failed to produce keys or en-
gaged in “delay-.~ . disruptive tactics.”
Among the-tens of thousands of docn-
ments seized in the raids were numerous|
items marked “Red Box," aceording to
an. inventory= of.(_tlw searcb. and FBI1-
testimony, GG SO
According *o other secttons of the
Inventory - listing- .the seized doeu- |

tlles apoears to

“TAISSI0N, Internal Revenue Service ny.
TIerous large and small policer depart-

menis across te COU.B,

Security Agency, the Central Intelh 1
gence Agency, tie Labor I eoarmuent. |
the Defense Intelligence Agency, e
Lrug Eniorcement Administratdo

the aepartments of Navy and Arm [
Tnd ihe U.S. CUSIomS Servies, {

nvestigators found that

the seized file folders ma:keds ogacogf
tammg information- on those. ageneiest
were in fact empty save for a notation }
that whatever material had been en-;

closed had been sent to “Red Box"f
files, the agents testifled. *
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